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Sakya). During the hundreds of years of his earthly life he had witnessed many events, of which more than five hundred are related in the Jatakam, the great collection ofjatakas, or stories of his different incarnations. The Buddha had incarnated all possible forms, not only man, the son of both rich and poor, but also animal, the stag and the elephant. In all his incarnations he had been distinguished by his good deeds which foretold his future state of Buddha. He had also met the Buddhas of former times, had worshipped them and made the vow (pranidhana) to become a Buddha himself. Then he had received the message that his wish had been granted.
Let us consider one of these jatakas as an example. It is the Dipankara-jakata, or the story of the Buddha's meeting with the Buddha Dipankara. An inscription above the scene says:
"When I perceived the great radiant Dipankara, I, who at that time was a young Brahman, made him a tribute of seven blue lotus flowers. End of the second Asankhyeya period."
The legends relate how one day Buddha Dipankara made a solemn entry into the town of Dipavati. The king of the country had all the flowers picked to decorate the town and to cover the way the Buddha was to follow. The young Brahman Sumati was unable, therefore, to find a single one for himself, but he obtained some lotuses from a girl on a promise to marry her in a future reincarnation. Then Sumati went to meet the Buddha and threw his flowers before him. Instead of falling to the ground, however, the lotuses formed themselves into a halo around the Buddha's head. At the sight of this miracle the young man prostrated himself, spreading his long hair over the ground so that the Buddha might walk on it, and pronouncing at the same time his solemn vow to become an Enlightened One himself one day. On the mural painting, Dipankara, with a halo around his head and a lotus flower in his hand, is predicting to a Brahman, prostrate before him on the ground, that he will be a Buddha. The same young man reappears above in another scene showing him standing and
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